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About this Unit Outline 

This unit outline contains information you will need to find your way around the unit, 

Theological Ethics.  It provides a structure for your learning, giving details of key resources, 

topics studied, and how they will be assessed.  
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Important notice 

While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given below, it is the 

personal responsibility of each student to check the ACT Undergraduate Handbook 

(PE402) or Postgraduate Handbook (PE602), copies of which may be found in the QTC 

Library. 

The attention of students is drawn to the ACT Undergraduate and Postgraduate Handbooks, 

headed “Academic Misconduct”.  Failure to comply with the standards required will involve 

various consequences in accordance with the seriousness of the failure as outlined in the 

ACT Handbooks. 

The attention of students is also drawn to the ACT Undergraduate / Postgraduate Handbook 

section headed “Guidelines for Essays.” (refer to the QTC Student Handbook for details). All 

essays should comply with these standards. 
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Information about this Unit 

OVERALL AIM 

To help students to gain a good grasp of those biblical and theological factors that feed into 

a Christian understanding of how to live in general and specific ethical questions in 

particular, and to be able to situate this understanding relative to alternative ethical 

approaches. 

 

UNIT DESCRIPTION 

This unit will begin by considering biblical and theological ethics, including various 

hermeneutical issues which commonly arise as Christians and churches seek to frame their 

approaches to ethical matters.  The major non-Christian approaches to ethics will then be 

briefly surveyed, in the form of philosophical ethics.  The final five weeks of the Semester will 

be devoted to the consideration of a number of important ethical issues.  Regrettably in one 

Semester we can’t even cover all of the really critical issues, let alone others that are relatively 

common in some contexts.   

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES (from the ACT Handbook) 

(a) To enable candidates to develop theological foundations for the task of ethics; 

(b) To equip candidates to explore the connections between theological and 

philosophical ethics; 

(c) To provide candidates with the opportunity to study some contemporary ethical 

questions.   

 

How this unit contributes to your course 

At QTC, all students studying towards the MDiv, BTh or Wordworks include this unit within 

their course.  It is an ACT elective unit which is a strongly-recommended option for those 

taking other courses at QTC.   

Theological ethics is about how we apply what has been learnt in the biblical and doctrinal 

units to the question of living and functioning as Christians in the real (God-created and now 

fallen) world.   

 

Pre-requisites and co-requisites for this unit 

At least 8cps ( = 2 full units) of 300/500 level OT and/or NT, and/or CH, and/or TH and/or or 

PE units.  At QTC, this unit is normally taken in the second or third year of full-time study, 

unless you are enrolled full-time in a one-year course (DipTh, DipMin, or GradDipDiv).     
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Study Commitment 

This unit is worth 4 credit points.  This means that throughout the semester 

BTh/BMin/AssocDegTh/DipTh/DipMin students and PCQ candidates’ course students should 

be spending an average of 6-7 hours per week on this unit, including the class time.  

MDiv/GradDipDiv students should be spending an average of 7-8 hours per week, including 

the class time.  If you find that you consistently have to spend more time than this on the 

unit, please speak with the unit coordinator as a matter of urgency.   

 

Teaching staff 

Andrew Bain – abain@qtc.edu.au (Unit Coordinator) 

Robyn Bain will assist with the medical ethics topics late in the Semester.  Robyn is a 

qualified medical doctor with 15 years’ professional experience who has also completed a 

theological degree and is currently studying towards a Master of Bioethics.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

Assessment tasks PE402 - BTh/BMin/AssocDegTh 

Assessment 1: 40% - 2000 words total: 

Take-home exam.  Students will answer two set questions in total, one relating to each of 

Sections A and B of the unit.  Both set questions will be required (i.e. there will only be two 

questions on the exam paper.   

 

Assessment 2: 60% - 3500 words total: 

Students are to prepare the text of a public talk or sermon which would be suitable for 

delivery to a general Christian audience, on one of the following topics (you can choose your 

own title): 

 How Christians should approach their paid work/employment (you may if you choose 

to address the self-employed or business owners, instead); or 

 A Christian understanding of abortion. 

The talk should be approximately 2000 words in length.  You should include with your talk 

script a 1500 word explanation / justification of the approach you have taken, which explains 

how you have applied sound principles of theological ethics in developing your talk and how 

you have sought to situate it with respect to relevant approaches within philosophical ethics.  

It will also, where necessary, supply background to the talk in terms of discussing relevant 

academic issues which you have identified in your preparation but which cannot easily be 

directly included in a talk for a general Christian audience.   

 

mailto:abain@qtc.edu.au
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Assessment PE602 - MDiv/GradDipDiv 

Assessment 1: 40% - 2500 words total: 

Take-home exam.  Students will answer three set questions in total, relating to Sections A 

and B of the unit.  All three questions will be required (i.e. there will only be three questions 

on the exam paper).  There will be at least one question relating to each of Sections A and B. 

 

Assessment 2: 60% - 4000 words total: 

Students are to prepare the text of a public talk / sermon which would be suitable for 

delivery to a general Christian audience, on one of the following topics (you can choose your 

own title): 

 How Christians should approach long weekends and holiday/leave time; or 

 A Christian understanding of and response to the circumstance and challenges of 

advanced old age. 

The talk should be approximately 2000 words in length.  You should include, along with your 

talk script, a 2000 word explanation / justification of the approach you have taken, which 

explains how you have applied sound principles of theological ethics in developing your talk 

and how you have sought to situate it with respect to relevant approaches within 

philosophical ethics.  It will also, where appropriate, supply background to the talk in terms 

of discussing and evaluating relevant academic issues which you have examined and 

considered in your preparation but which cannot easily be directly included in a talk for a 

general Christian audience.   
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Unit Plan: Topics Discussed in Class 
 

Weeks 1-3 - Introduction to the Unit & Biblical Ethics: hermeneutical foundations & debates; 

what does the Bible say about ‘ethical living’?   

 

Weeks 4-5: - Philosophical Ethics: Major non-theological approaches to ethics, how they can 

and should (and shouldn’t!) relate to Christian ethics.   

 

Weeks 6-7 - Theological Ethics: how the gospel and key Christian doctrines form and inform 

the development of a thoroughly and consciously Christian approach to ethics as a whole 

and a theologically-driven framework for responding to specific ethical questions.   

 

Weeks 8-13 - Ethical Issues: 

 Marriage: its character & purposes 

 Children 

 Fidelity & adultery 

 Divorce & Re-marriage 

 Beginning-of-life issues (contraception, abortion, IVF, surrogacy) 

 End-of-life issues (care of the aged, euthanasia) 

 Work & Leisure 

 Living & serving in a (very) wealthy country 

 

Learning resources 

 

There are no required textbooks for this unit.  However it is strongly recommended that you 

do develop a good library of books (or e-books & resources) in the area of ethics – in both 

paid ministry and the Christian life in general, you will find that these books are among the 

most frequently-used among your collection.   

 

The following list includes books which may be useful to you in working on your 

assessments, but which are also worth having on your shelf.  Included are overviews of 

biblical ethics, theological ethics, and works on particular topics or areas within applied 

ethics.  On the last of these three categories, the following list really just gives you some 

starting points on a small number of important issues – we will talk more about resources in 

class as we come to some of the topics.   
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For this course – and beyond it – at the very least it is worth owning a copy of one or two 

books that outline an evangelical and reformed approach to theological ethics, plus several 

books on key areas of ethics that will come up a lot in ministry, as well as any works that you 

find useful in relating the Bible / biblical passages to ethics and ethical questions.  In terms of 

a book on theological ethics, personally I’ve found Oliver O’Donovan’s Resurrection and 

Moral Order to be my best contemporary guide over the past few years – however this book 

is difficult to read and will not suit the majority of students.  Andrew Cameron’s Joined Up 

Life, below, is more accessible and written for the Australian context.  The Oxford Handbook 

of Theological Ethics and the Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics both contain much 

that could be useful as you work on the assessments.  The authors within them will not 

always come from your own theological perspective, but they will give you good overviews 

of current theological scholarship on a range of ethical matters.   

 

Ash, Christopher, Marriage: Sex in the Service of God. Vancouver: Regent, 2003.  

 

Atkinson, Field, et. al. (eds), New Dictionary of Christian Ethics & Pastoral Theology.  

Nottingham: IVP, 1995.   

 

Banner, Michael, Christian Ethics & Contemporary Problems.  Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1999.   

 

Banner, Michael, Christian Ethics: A Brief History. Chichester: Wiley-Blackwell, 2009. 

 

Berkman, John & Cartwright, Michael G. (eds), The Stanley Hauerwas Reader.  Durham, N.C.: 

Duke University Press, 2001.  

 

Best, Megan, Fearfully and Wonderfully Made. Sydney: Matthias Media, 2012.   

 

Calvin, John, Institutes of The Christian Religion, I.15-18; II.1-9; III.1-20; IV, 1, 12-13, 20.   

 

Cameron, Andrew Joined Up Life.  Nottingham: IVP, 2011. 

 

Deigh, John, An Introduction to Ethics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010. 

 

Fedler, Kyle D., Exploring Christian Ethics.  Louisville, KY: WJK, 2006.  

 

Frame, John, Medical Ethics.  Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R, 1989. 

 

Gill, Robin (ed), The Cambridge Companion to Christian Ethics.  2nd ed.  Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2012. 

 

Gill, Robin, Health Care & Christian Ethics.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006. 

 

Graham, Gordon, Eight Theories of Ethics.  London & New York: Routledge, 2004. 

 

Hays, Richard, The Moral Vision Of The New Testament. New York: Harper Collins, 1996.   



 THEOLOGICAL ETHICS - SEMESTER 1, 2014  

 8 

 

Jones, David C., Biblical Christian Ethics. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994 

 

Kostenberger, Andreas, God, Marriage & Family, 2nd ed. Wheaton: Crossway, 2010.   

 

Lysaught, Verhey, et. al. (eds), On Moral Medicine: Theological Perspectives on Medical Ethics. 

3rd ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2012.  

 

Meilaender, Gilbert, Bioethics: A Primer for Christians, 2nd ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. 

 

Meilaender & Werpehowski (eds), The Oxford Handbook of Theological Ethics.  Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2005.  

 

O'Donovan, Oliver, A Conversation Waiting to Begin: The Churches and the Gay Controversy. 

London: SCM, 2009.  

 

O'Donovan Oliver, Resurrection and Moral Order: An Outline for Evangelical Ethics, 2nd ed. 

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994. 

 

O'Donovan, Oliver, Common Objects of Love: Moral Reflection and the Shaping of Community. 

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002. 

 

O'Donovan, Oliver, Begotten or Made? Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1984. 

 

O'Donovan, Oliver, The Ways of Judgement, Eerdmans, 2003. See also his earlier and more 

advanced work on the same theme, The Desire of the Nations (Cambridge UP) 

 

Porter, Jean, Nature as Reason.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. 

 

Rosner, Brian (ed), Understanding Paul’s Ethics. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995.   

 

Singer, Peter & Viens, A. M. (eds), The Cambridge Textbook of Bioethics.  Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 2008. 

 

Stott, John, New Issues Facing Christians Today. 4th ed.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2006. 

 

Swift, Adam, Political Philosophy: A Beginner's Guide for Students and Politicians.  Cambridge: 

Polity, 2001. 

 

Tripp, Tedd, Shepherding a Child’s Heart, Wapwallopen, PA: Shepherd, 1995.   

 

Verhey, Allen, Reading the Bible in the Strange World of Medicine.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

2003.  

 

Wenham, Gordon, Story as Torah: Reading Old Testament Narrative Ethically.  Grand Rapids: 

Baker, 2004. 
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Wogaman, J. Philip, Christian Ethics: A Historical Introduction.  Louisville: WJK, 2011. 

 

Wright, Christopher, Old Testament Ethics for the People of God. Nottingham: IVP, 2004.   

 

John Wyatt, Matters of Life and Death: Human dilemmas in the light of the Christian faith. 

Nottingham: IVP, 2009. 

 

Selected articles in the Martin, Michael (ed), The Cambridge Companion to Atheism. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007 may be of interest in relating parts of the unit 

content to non-Christian perspectives.  

 

See also Bernard Williams, "Ethics" in Philosophy 1: A Guide Through the Subject, edited by 

A.C. Grayling, Oxford, 1998.  

 

In addition, it is important and worthwhile to relate our thinking in this unit to the major 

historical creeds and confessions.  In the case of the Westminster Confession of Faith, 

Chapters IV, VI, XVI, XIX-XXV and XXX are of particular relevance to the study of Christian 

Ethics.   

 

The ACT Undergraduate/Postgraduate Handbook entry for this unit also provides a list of 

references which may prove useful to you.   

 

ACT Standards  

Grades 

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade   Score  GPA 

Fail (F)   0-49%  0 

Pass (P)   50-57%  1 

Pass+(P+)  58-64%  1.5 

Credit (C)  65-74%  2 

Distinction (D)  75-84%  3 

High Distinction (HD)  85+%  4 

 
 


